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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 5- 12 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claims 5-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant 
art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention. Independent claims 5 and 9 recite "wherein the size of said message image is 
smaller than said avatar message area" and "wherein said sound data is synchronized with 
said single image". The Examiner is unable to find related subject matter in the original 
disclosure. 

Claims 5-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Evans et al US 
Patent Pub. No.: 2003/0172121 in view of Kwon, Korean Patent Abstract 1020010016442 A and 
further in view of Harris et al. US Patent No.: 5,701,258 

Consider claims 5 and 9, Evans teaches providing multimedia message between an 
originator terminal and a receiver terminal, comprising steps of: receiving transmission data 
including a text message from said originator terminal(e.g., the sending user's terminal with 
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respect to at least paragraph 0022); obtaining, from said transmission data, an originator 
terminal identifier and an receiver terminal identifier(i.e., source and destination address 
associated with the sending and receiving terminals noted in at least paragraph 0022); 
obtaining profile information for said receiver terminal by looking up information database using 
said receiver terminal identifier(e.g., the device model and compatibility profile can be 
matched as noted in at least paragraphs 0024,0031 and 0035 ); determining whether said 
receiver terminal has capabilities of receiving (e.g., the device model and compatibility profile 
can be matched as noted in at least paragraphs 0024,0031 and 0035, processing and 
displaying said multimedia message in a message format with referring to said profile 
information(abstract, figures 3a-3c, and paragraph 0005-0008)(i.e., the basis of the 
invention is to provide MM to incompatible terminals); and providing said multimedia 
message to said receiver terminal, which comprising: (1) if said receiver terminal is determined 
to have said capabilities, transmitting said multimedia message to said receiver terminal in a 
message format(abstract, figures 3a-3c, and paragraph 0005-0008); (2) if said receiver 
terminal is determined to have capability of displaying but lack of capabilities of receiving and 
processing, placing said multimedia message at a specific location on a mobile communication 
network(abstract, figures 3a-3c, and paragraph 0005-0008)(i.e., retrieval), reconstructing 
said text message to include access information to said specific location, and transmitting said 
reconstructed text message to said receiver terminal, thus providing said multimedia message to 
browsing means of said receiver terminal when said browsing means accesses said specific 
location(abstract, figures 3a-3c, and paragraph 0005-0008); and (3) if said receiver terminal is 
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determined to lack of said capability of displaying, transmitting said text message to said 
receiver terminal(abstract, figures 3a-3c, and paragraph 0005-0008). 

However, Evans does not specifically teach receiving selection of more than one avatar 
images for each subscriber; obtaining avatar image for the originator by looking up information 
database using said originator terminal identifier; defining a predetermined avatar message area; 
converting said text message into a message image, wherein the size of said message image is 
smaller than said avatar message area; obtaining a single image by combining said avatar image 
and said message image with letting said message image matched into said avatar message area; 
creating a multimedia message by combining sound data and said single image, wherein said 
sound data is synchronized with said single image. 

However, in Analogous art, Kwon teaches receiving selection of more than one avatar 
images for each subscriber(e.g., see purpose and constitution of invention); obtaining avatar 
image for the originator by looking up information database using said originator terminal 
identifier(i.e., the originator is directly related to the message it self and is therefore used 
;see purpose and constitution of invention); defining a predetermined avatar message area(i.e., 
the image generator is predetermined to be the message area)(e.g., see purpose and constitution 
of invention); converting said text message into a message image(e.g., see purpose and 
constitution of invention), wherein the size of said message image is smaller than said avatar 
message area(i.e., see 112 rejection above ); obtaining a single image by combining said avatar 
image and said message image with letting said message image matched into said avatar message 
area(e.g., see purpose and constitution of invention). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Evans to include Kwon for the purpose of improving 
multimedia messaging. 

However, Evans as modified by Kwon do not specifically teach creating a multimedia 
message by combining sound data and said single image, wherein said sound data is 
synchronized with said single image. 

In analogous art, Harris et al. teach creating a multimedia message by combining sound 
data and said single image, wherein said sound data is synchronized with said single image (col. 
3 lines 22-28, col. 6 lines 48-56, and claims 22 and 30)(see also 112 1 st paragraph rejection). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Evans as modified by Kwon to include creating a multimedia 
message by combining sound data and said single image, wherein said sound data is 
synchronized with said single image for the purpose of providing an animated display as taught 
by Kwon 

Consider claims 6 and 10 and as applied to claims 5 and 9, Evans as modified by 
Kwon and further modified by Harris et al. teach downloading the avatar image to the receiving 
terminal unit in response to a request from the receiving terminal unit (i.e., downloading 
images)(paragraph 0029). 

Consider claims 7 and 11 and as applied to claims 5 and 9, Evans teach the claimed 
invention except further comprising steps of, when said obtained avatar image are plural, 
obtaining tag information from said transmission data, and selecting a unique avatar image for 
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said originator from said plural avatar images with referring to said tag information, wherein said 
sole avatar image is used for said text message. 

However, in analogous art Kwon teaches when said obtained avatar image are plural (i.e., 
many pictures corresponding to many characters)(e.g., see purpose and constitution of 
invention), obtaining tag information from said transmission data(i.e., identifiers 
corresponding to unique images)(e.g., see purpose and constitution of invention), and 
selecting a unique avatar image for said originator from said plural avatar images with referring 
to said tag information i.e., identifiers corresponding to unique images)(e.g., see purpose and 
constitution of invention), wherein said sole avatar image is used for said text message i.e., 
identifiers corresponding to unique images)(e.g., see purpose and constitution of invention). 
Consider claims 8 and 12 and as applied to claims 7 and 11, Evans as modified by 
Kwon and further modified by Harris et al. teach further comprising a step of downloading the 
avatar image to the receiving terminal unit in response to a request from the receiving terminal 
unit(i.e., downloading images)(paragraph 0029). 
Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
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will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHARLES SHEDRICK whose telephone number is (571)272- 
8621 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8:00AM-4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid can be reached on (57 1 )-272-7922. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner, Art Unit 2617 

/Lester Kincaid/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



